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VISION STATEMENT 
New Directions is committed to social change that eliminates violence in all 
relationships and promotes safe, equal, just, respectful, healthy and loving 
relationships. 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of New Directions is to help women and their children who have been 
physically, emotionally and sexually assaulted. We also serve victims of dating 
violence and date and acquaintance rape. By providing a crisis hotline, shelter, 
advocacy, individual and group support, preventive education, we enable them to 
assume power over their own lives. New Directions also works toward primary 
prevention of intimate partner violence and sexual violence. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

PROGRAMS 

and 

SERVICES 

 
A bedroom at New Directions

HOTLINE        

A 24-hour hotline, 397-HELP, responds   1008 calls 
to crisis calls from women who have experienced 
physical, sexual, or emotional assault. 
 

PEER ADVOCACY      
Advocacy includes support for decision making  199 women 
and adequate information and referral services.  1308 units of service   
           
SUPPORT GROUPS AND CLASSES   

Advocacy and education provide support and the  135 women 
opportunity to examine assault on the personal,   421 units of service 
institutional, and cultural levels and to take action  
to end violence on all three levels. 
 

SHELTER        Sheltered 

Safe housing to women and children fleeing   13 unduplicated women 
domestic violence. The shelter can house eight   18 unduplicated children 
persons at one time.      1239 person nights 
        563 family nights 
Staff help women plan how to create a violence-free  Motel 

home for themselves and their children. Referrals are 4 women in a motel   
made to community agencies for help with financial  8 children in a motel 
assistance, housing, and employment.      24 person nights   
        9 family nights   
When the shelter is full, alternate safe housing is  Shelter Requests Not Filled 

sought at a shelter in a neighboring county or in a  68 domestic violence 
local motel. No one is turned away without resources 61 homeless 
being provided.            

          
LEGAL ADVOCACY 

Court accompaniment and follow up on all domestic 259 reports 
violence and stalking charges.    191 charges 
        37 Civil Protection Orders 
RAPE CRISIS 

Hospital and court accompaniment. New Directions  91 calls 
participates in the Sexual Assault Response Team   49 persons 
(SART) that reviews all sexual assaults.    No trials for adult survivors.  
  
Notes about shelter: Of the thirteen women sheltered at New Directions during FY2011, two of them 

had issues with drugs and alcohol and eight had mental health issues. Nine women were successful in 

establishing violence-free homes for their families. Three women returned to their partners. The 

location of one woman is unknown.  



COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 

PUBLIC EVENTS     COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month Vigil  Soroptimists 
Teen Dating Violence Awareness Concert/Sips Knox County Job & Family Services 
WMVO      Mount Vernon Nazarene University  
First Congregational Church       Apple Core   
Women’s Health Day/Allison    Central Ohio Technical College 
Kenyon College     Kno-Ho-Co Nursing Staff 
Take Back The Night      
 
       

 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS   STAFF MEMBERS 
Pat Keane, President   Mary Hendrickson, Director 
LeAnn Eshelman, Vice President  Sheryl Landis, Court Advocate 
Judy Fields, Secretary/Treasurer  Betty Pealer, Advocate/Administrative Assistant 
Jean Bertschy    Laurie Thompson, Educator/Child Advocate 
Margaret Clor     Christina Barnard, DELTA Coordinator 
Dotti Riggs     Dave Dunnavant, Fiscal Manager 
Laura Noonen     Regina Ham, Child Care Provider 
 

VOLUNTEERS – Eleven new persons were trained as shelter and child advocate 
volunteers, including an intern from the MVNU social work program. 

 

Our banner on the Mount Vernon Square 

COMMUNITY & STATE COALITIONS 
 

Community groups that promote services that are utilized by families  
at New Directions: 

 

Emergency Needs Coalition 

SART (Sexual Assault Response Team) 
Knox County Domestic Violence Collaborative Board 

Family and Children First Council 
Wellness Coalition 

SALT (Seniors and Law Enforcement Working Together) 
Ohio Alliance to End Sexual Assault (OAESV) 

Ohio Sexual and Intimate Partner Violence Prevention (OSIP-VP) Consortium 
Ohio Domestic Violence Network (ODVN) 

 



 

The 

DELTA 

Project 
 

 

 
                  TAC students at work

Vision: The DELTA Project of Knox County is committed to changing the hearts, minds, 

attitudes, and actions of community members so that our children will experience and model 

healthy, loving, nonviolent intimate partner relationships for generations to come. We will 

create a world where our children are supported and encouraged to identify and pursue their 

dreams and where they believe each day is an opportunity to begin again. 
 

Mission: The Knox County DELTA Project is committed to preventing intimate partner 

domestic violence through a collective effort to provide safety and justice for all. We will 

intentionally create and support equality, compassion, and respect in relationships as we 

challenge the community to unite for social change. 
 

The DELTA Project combines the mission of primary prevention of intimate partner violence 
and primary prevention of sexual violence. The DELTA project of primary prevention of 
intimate partner violence began in 2003 with a grant from the Centers of Disease Control (CDC) 
through the Ohio Domestic Violence Network (ODVN) to New Directions. In 2006 New 
Directions added primary prevention of sexual violence with a grant from the CDC through the 
Ohio Department of Health (ODH). The project continues to grow and expand each year as the 
committee works toward social change in Knox County. 
 

DELTA Coordinator Jamie Smith resigned at the end of May and Christina Barnard assumed the 
position at the end of June. The chairwoman of the DELTA committee is Joan Stallard. Amy 
Stevens, evaluation consultant, will leave the project in August 2011. 
 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

Safe Dates is a curriculum for high school students addressing health relationships and the 
prevention of sexual abuse and dating violence. It is presented to 8th or 9th grade students in a 
four-day series. 

• Centerburg Middle School – 16 workshops to 74 students 

• Danville High School – 4 workshops to 28 students 

• East Knox High School – 8 workshops to 27 students 

• Fredericktown High School – 16 workshops to 97 students 

• Mount Vernon High School – 44 workshops to 314 students 

• Knox County Career Center – 8 workshops to 29 students 
 

Media Literacy is a curriculum to assist youth with gaining critical thinking skills when 
interacting with any form of media, focusing on gender and violence. It was presented to 
students in a 5-day series. 

• East Knox High School – 20 workshops to 73 students 

• Centerburg Middle School – 5 workshops to 12 students 



 
Respecting Each Other is a two-day workshop about sexual harassment prevention for 
elementary school students. 

• Danville Elementary School – 10 workshops to 113 students 

• Columbia Elementary School – 2 workshops to 28 students 

• East Knox Elementary School – 12 workshops to 196 students 
 

Flirting or Hurting is a two-day workshop about sexual harassment prevention for middle 
school students. 

• Mount Vernon Middle School – 70 workshops to 863 students 

• Centerburg Middle School – 8 workshops to 74 students 

• East Knox High School – 8 workshops to 84 students 

• Danville Middle School – 6 workshops to 59 students 
 

Digital Line is a one-day workshop about cyber abuse that was presented by the Teen Advisory 
Council, usually following the Flirting or Hurting workshops. 
 

Second Step, a social emotional learning program, teaches students in elementary and middle 
school empathy, emotion management and problem solving. DELTA trains teachers who then 
implement the program in weekly lessons and entire school integration. Danville Elementary 
School began as a Second Step pilot school in 2009. In August 2010, the Committee for Children 
of Seattle staff trained school personnel from Centerburg Elementary, East Knox Elementary, 
and Fredericktown Elementary. Centerburg and Fredericktown implemented Second Step during 
the 2010 – 2011 school year. East Knox decided to postpone implementation until the 2011 – 
2012 school year. All four school districts began planning for implementation of Second Step in 
their middle schools during 2011 – 2012. 
 

Child Assault Prevention is secondary prevention—about “what to do if it happens to you.” It is 
a three-day series for preschool and early elementary students. 

• East Knox/Bladensburg – 26 workshops to 209 students 

• Danville Elementary School – 17 workshops to 201 students 

• Knox County Career Center Preschool – 11 workshops to 36 students 

• Faith Lutheran Preschool – 12 workshops to 51 students 

• YMCA Preschool – 9 workshops to 36 students 

• Fredericktown Christian Preschool – 8 workshops to 28 students 

• Absolute Love Preschool – 3 workshops to 9 students 

 

TEEN ADVISORY COUNCIL (TAC) 
  

TAC is a high school group that meets twice a month for education and activism. During the 
2010 – 2011 school year, TAC participated in the planning and implementation of the 
community events. They also planned and presented a three-hour workshop for other teens 
during February – Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. They presented 
“Digital Line” to county middle school classes. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

October 2010 - Domestic Violence Awareness  
              Month Vigil  

 

February 2011 – Teen Dating Violence 

    Awareness & Prevention Month 
 

April 2011 – Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

            Clothesline Project 



 

FUNDRAISING DINNER 
March 24, 2011 

Aaron Allard, Keynote Speaker 
 

In August 2010, the fundraising committee began planning for a major event—a dinner to be held 
on Thursday, March 24, 2011. The core committee was composed of co-chairs Pat Keane and Joan 
Stallard, Laurie Thompson, and Mary Hendrickson. The keynote speaker was Aaron Allard, a 
survivor of domestic violence and a law student at Cornell Law School.  
 

The dinner was held at the Knox County Career Center, with catering by the chef and catering class 
and decorations by the hospitality class. Hosts were recruited for tables of six, and 225 persons 
attended. Underwriting costs were donated by The Ariel Foundation, $1900, and First-Knox 
National Bank, $1600. The net income was $26,000. 

 

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL SUPPORT 
 

FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

Community Mental Health and Recovery Board  
 of Licking and Knox Counties - $114,606 
Victims of Crime Assistance - $30, 043 
VOCA, Inc. (for appliances) - $1,400 
State Victims Assistance Act - $10,190 
United Way of Knox County - $33,150 
Baseline - $11,029 
Additional Baseline (for computers and furniture) - $11,764 
Family Violence Prevention and Services Act - $30,000 
Ohio Department of Health - $57,943 
Ohio Domestic Violence Network - $46,000 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act - $6,558 
Marriage License Tax - $13,260  
Local Contributions - $41,722 
Fundraising - $26,000 
Restricted Donations - $8,525 
 

LOCAL FUNDRAISING 

• Summer 2010 mailing – 5,035 

• November 2010 mailing – $8,050 

• Spring 2011 mailing – $3,160 

• Individual contributions – $25,477 

• Fundraising event – $26,000  
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undraising Dinner Decoration 
                March 24, 2011 
 
 
 

IN-KIND DONATIONS 

The value of in-kind donations of services, household items, and rent continues to assist New 
Directions in maintaining its services. 

• Volunteer hours: $11,280 

• Household items for families in shelter:  $12,642. 

• Lease of building from county commissioners:  $17,150 
 

INVESTMENTS 
New Directions did not withdraw any interest income to use as general funds during FY2011, but did award 
a $1000 scholarship to a survivor of domestic violence. The New Directions endowment fund ended FY2011 
with $33,915 and the New Directions scholarship fund ended FY2011 with $24,513. 


